Fractures of the femoral neck in childhood. Results of conservative treatment.
Experience with nine patients with fracture of the femoral neck in childhood, eight of whom were treated conservatively by closed reduction and fixation with a plaster cast, and one in whom Steinmann pins and open reposition had to be employed to accomplish fixation, is presented in brief. In six children the results were evaluated as good and in three (including the one case of open reduction) as fair. No serious complications were observed. The problem of nonsurgical versus surgical approach is discussed in the light of the relevant literature. It is suggested that while there can be no set rule as to which treatment should be used, conservative management yields results which are comparable with those attained with a more aggressive approach.